Paper Due – Date listed in Canvas
	
Purpose
This assignment will give students the opportunity, through field research, to learn about religious practice first hand.

Procedure
1. Choose a local house of worship for some religious group.  Your choice must represent a different religious tradition from the one to which you belong by affiliation or heritage. See the chart on page 2 for examples. Ask the instructor for guidance, if needed.
2. You need to attend an actual religious ritual or worship service of some kind. Call the site to confirm its schedule of services and to determine if visitors are permitted. 
3. Be respectful. When you visit someone else’s place of worship, you are a guest. Don’t take notes or photographs unless you are absolutely certain that it is appropriate to do so. Don’t do anything you’re not welcome to do (e.g., receiving sacraments). By the same token, don’t do anything you don’t feel comfortable doing. It is courteous, though usually not required, to make a small monetary offering. If you need guidance as to appropriate dress, please ask when you call.
4. Remember that the people you are observing are not lab rats. Don’t allow your research to interfere with the sacred time or sacred space of your hosts. 
5. Your finished project will consist of two parts:
a. The account of the experience based on the completed Questionnaire (see page 3)
b. additional page(s) in which you discuss
i. your reaction to the service or ritual
ii. at least one way in which the service or ritual was similar to your past religious experience (be specific—describe the similarity)
iii. at least one way in which the service or ritual was different from your past religious experience (be specific—describe the difference)
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	RELIGIONS OF INDIA
	RELIGIONS OF EAST ASIA
	BUDDHISM
	JUDAISM
	ROMAN CATHOLIC AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY
	PROTESTANT CHRISTIANITY
	NON-TRADITIONAL CHRISTIANITY
	ISLAM
	NEW AND ALTERNATIVE RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS
	NO RELIGIOUS IDENTIFICATION

	Hinduism
Hare Krishna/ ISKCON
Jainism
Sikhism

	Daoism
Confucianism
Shinto
	Theravada (Thai, Burmese)
Mahayana (Chinese, Vietnamese, Japanese)
Vajrayana (Tibetan)

	Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
Reconstructionist
	Eastern Orthodoxy
Oriental Orthodoxy
Roman Catholicism
Old Catholic Churches


	Anglicanism/ Episcopalianism
Lutheranism
Presbyterianism/ Reformed Churches
Baptist Churches
Methodism
Congregationalism/ United Church of Christ
Church of the Nazarene
Churches of Christ
Disciples of Christ
Seventh-Day Adventism
Charismatic/ Pentecostal Churches
Plymouth Brethren
Peace Churches (Anabaptist/ Mennonite/Amish/ Brethren)
Nondenominational Churches

	Latter-day Saints (Mormonism)
Jehovah’s Witnesses
Christian Science
Society of Friends (Quakers)
Unitarian-Universalist Association
Christadelphians
	Sunni Islam
Shia Islam
Sufism

	Wicca/ Neopaganism
Baha’i Faith
Anthroposophy
Theosophy
Spiritualism
Scientology
[bookmark: _GoBack]Eckankar
(Neo-)Druidism
Cao Dai
Falun Gong
Transcendental Meditation
Church of Satan
New Age
Candomble
Santeria
Vodun (Voodoo)
Rastafarianism
Unification Church

	Atheism
Agnosticism
“Spiritual but not religious”



Choosing a fieldwork site for your report

Identify the tradition to which you belong by affiliation or heritage. You must choose your fieldwork site from a different column.


Field Report Questionnaire


I. Sacred space
	Was the worship space plain or heavily decorated?
Were pictures, statues, or other artworks present? Were there many, or just one or two? What did they look like?
What kind of seating was provided?
Did the space seem tall, narrow, wide?
Were some parts of the space marked off or separated? If so, how?

II. Before the service
Did very many people arrive early? If so, what did they do before the service began?
Did anyone greet you? If so, what did they say?
Were the officiants (clergy) visible before the service began? If so, what were they doing?

III. Officiants and congregation
Was it easy to distinguish the officiants from other members of the congregation? If so, how? (clothing, where they stood/sat, etc.)
How many officiants were there?
Approximately how many people were in the congregation (estimate—less than 20, 20-50, 50-100, more than 100)
How did the congregation participate in the service, if at all?

IV. Ritual and music
What was the name of the service you attended?
Describe the ritual used. Was it elaborate or simple? Confusing or easy-to-follow? Or was there no ritual at all?
Was there a book or program to follow along with?
Was the service in English or in another language? If in another language, was an English translation available?
What objects were used in the ritual (e.g., incense, flowers, candles, food and drink, etc.)
Was music a part of the service? Was it sung in English or in another language? What musical instruments (if any) were used?
Who did the singing? The officiant(s), a choir, the congregation?

V. After the service
Did most people stay until the end of the service, or did they come and go?
Did people seem to be lingering after the service ended? If so, what were they doing?
Did anyone greet you? If so, what did they say?
Were there any events scheduled after the service (e.g. coffee or a meal)?


These questions should guide your experience of the ritual and provide you with information for the first part of your paper.  It should not simply be a series of answers to the questions, but instead, a narrative essay covering these aspects of the religious experience.
